ACT in          DESIGN    FOR    LIVING
GILDA (ecstatically) : I am, I am I I'm mad with
joy i I'm mad with relief! I thought they really had
forgotten me; that they really were free of me. I
thought that they were never coining back, that I
should never see them again ; that my heart would be
heavy and sick and lonely for them until I died i
LEO : Serve you right for leaving us ! Serve you
damn well right!
GILDA : Be quiet! Shut your trap, my darling !
I've got to explain to Ernest.
ERNEST : I don't want to hear your explanations. I
don't want to hear any more------
OTTO : Try and stop her, that's all! Just try and
stop her ! She's off, she's embarked on a scene. Oh,
dear love, this is highly delectable ! The old girl's on
the war-path!
GILDA : Be quiet, I tell you I Don't crow 1 Don't
be so mean.
ERNEST :   I don't want to hear any more, I tell you !
GILDA : You've got to. You must I There's so
much I have to say. You must listen. In fairness to
yourself and to all of us, you must listen.
ERNEST : You're being unbelievably vulgar I Pm
ashamed of you.
GILDA : I'm ashamed of many things, but not of
this ! This is real. I've made use of you, Ernest, and
I'm ashamed of that, and I've lied to you. I'm ashamed
of that, too ; but at least I didn't know it: I was too
busy lying to myself at the same time. I took refuge in
your gentle, kind friendship, and tried to pretend to
myself that it was enough, but it wasn't. I've talked
and laughed and entertained your friends ; I've been
^cellent company and very efficient. I've worked
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